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Newsletter May 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
  

 First Holy Communion: Congratulations to all the pupils in 2nd class who 

made their First Holy Communion on Saturday 23rd of May. The children 

were a credit to their parents and teacher in the way they were turned out and 

in how they participated in the ceremony. I would also like to thank the school 

choir.  

 Sincere thanks to Ms Lahart and Ms Harrison for all their hard work in 

preparing the pupils for First Holy Communion. Thank you to all the team for 

making the ceremony so meaningful for the pupils and their families. 

 First Communion day is a  very special day and one that all of the pupils will 

remember. Thank you to Fr. David Cribbin for officiating at this lovely 

ceremony. 

 I would also like to thank the Parents Association and the parents of the 1st & 

3rd classes who hosted a party for the relatives and children of First Holy 

Communion. Everybody was made feel most welcome and a great time was 

had by all. There was a wonderful atmosphere present on the day. 

 

The school community appreciates all of the hard work that was carried out in the 

preparation of refreshments and reception area and the huge workload involved 

catering for so many people. The layout of the tables was a fantastic sight and once 

again this enhanced the welcome and warmth received by all. 

The goodwill shown on the day is a massive asset to our community. Sincere thanks 

to all. 

Choir: I would like to compliment the pupils in the school choir who sang and played 

so beautifully for the First Communion ceremony. Sincere thanks to Máire O’Keeffe 

who prepared the musicians, arranged the repertoire and accompanied the First 

Holy Communion pupils in music and song. 

 

 
 



 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: (091) 638171                  Email: info@kinvarans.ie 

Fax No: (091) 638171                                                                                Web: www.kinvarans.ie 

EWB: The school is obliged to report the names of all children who are absent for 

over 20 days to the Education Welfare Board (E.W.B.). Parents/Guardians need not 

become unduly worried in circumstances where these absences can be satisfactory 

explained due to illness, bereavement or family circumstances. 

Please ensure that all absences are explained to the class teacher. Please do not 

call the school if your child is not going to be in school. A note on return to school will 

suffice. 

Kinvara Community Games: Best of luck to the pupils in the school who are in the 
county finals in Ballindeereen this weekend. 
 
School Uniform: With the recent spell of good weather pupils remove their uniform 
tops: please ensure that your child’s uniform is clearly marked in the space provided. 
This eliminates confusion and helps to prevent loss of same.  
 
 
School Closure: The school will be closed from Monday 1st of June-Friday 5th of 
June. The school will close on Monday 29th of June for the summer holiday at 12 
noon. 
 
 
Twitter : follow us on twitter @kinvarans to get an inside look at what goes on 

during the day in school. You will see artwork, 
science experiments, sports, mystery skype calls and 
lots of other interesting happenings from around the 
school. Our ASD unit Seoda also tweets on 
@seodakinvara. For those who wish to read more 
about twitter please click here and go to our Online 
Safety Information section. 
 

Voluntary Contribution: The Board of Management 

would like to express its sincere thanks to all families 

who have contributed to this collection. If you have 

books to return please do so before the summer 

holiday. 

 

 

http://kinvarans.ie/links/
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Parent Information Evening: This will take place at the school on Monday 15th of 

June at 8.00pm for parents of new infants in September 2015. 

Also the new Junior Infants are invited to the school on of June 26th from 9.30am-

11.30am to meet their teacher’s and settle into school life.  

 
Colm Cooper: Colm 
visited our school 
during school Active 
Schools week and 
gave an inspirational 
talk to the pupils in 
our school. Colm is 
arguably the best 
Kerry footballer ever 
to put on a Kerry 
jersey. Colm spoke to 
the pupils when he 
emphasised the 
importance of sport 
and being active. 
 

 

We thank Colm for 
being so patient and 
taking the time to 
answer some very 
difficult questions.  
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Camogie: 7 a-side Tournament 
 
Our first day out this year for our Camogie team was up to the sportsfield to play a 
local blitz with Doorus and Northhampton. It was great to see some new players join 
the team this year from 4th and 5th, this meant that we had two teams to enter. 
Having put up a great fight against Doorus and Northhampton our two teams fought 
it out for the B final. It was great to get some medals to bring home on our first day 
out. 
 
13 a side Competition 
 
School Hurling 2015: 

On 27th of May we travelled over to New Inn to face Athenry and New Inn in a 13 a 
side blitz in terrible conditions. We brought a strong panel of 17, a mix of 4th to 6th 
class girls. Our first match was against New Inn and all the girls put up a great fight. 
Medhbh Kelly in goals had a busy first half when New Inn's number 12 was eager for 
goals but Medhbh pulled off some terrific saves. The girls rallied in the second half to 
hold New Inn out with great performances from Abiola Robbins, Shona Mullarkey 
and Eabha Martyn. 
Our second game was against Athenry who had just beaten New Inn. Athenry had a 
very strong team but again our girls were up for a battle. Athenry got two goals in the 
first half but the team never lost their confidence. The second half was a different 
game with Kinvara getting their name on the score sheet with an excellent point from 
new girl Lisa O'Grady. They were unlucky not to get a few goals as everyone really 
worked together well. Well done to all the girls. 
 
 Our school hurling teams have been busy of late with matches coming thick and fast 

in various competitions. 

Garda 7’s (Gort): On Friday 15th of May our sevens team participated in a very 

competitive Garda 7’s tournament in Gort. In our first game we played confidently 

and defeated Peterswell with a solid all round performance. Next up were perennial 

favourites, Killeeneen who eked out a narrow one point victory. This led us to the 

Plate competition where we had solid wins over Leitrim N.S. and Scoil Eoin Gort (in 

the semi-final). St.Joseph’s were up against a very good Tynagh outfit in the final 

and it was nip and tuck all the way through. As the final few minutes approached, 

St.Joseph’s were leading by four points. Tynagh scored a goal to reduce the margin 

to the minimum but our players refused to panic and stood up to the challenge. 

When the final whistle blew St. Joseph’s were ahead by one valuable point. The 

hurling in this tournament was of a very high standard. Our players acquitted 

themselves remarkably well to the task in hand and provided further proof that 
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hurling in Kinvara is on an upward spiral. Our panel for the day was: Harry Mulleady 

(Captain), Martin Kavanagh, Tadhg Heavey, Aodhán O’Hanrahan, Gareth Kilkelly, 

Cathal Fordham, Kian Pyne, Conor Kilkelly, Joe Meares, Adam Donnelly, and Rory 

Connors. 

St.Joseph’s Senior Hurling team has also been hitting a rich vein of form recently. In 

our first game we overcame Brierhill N.S. with a real team effort. Aodhán 

O’Hanrahan, Cathal Fordham, Eli Sheedy and Tadhg Heavey provided St.Joseph’s 

with a solid platform on the day. Our second game opponents were near neighbours 

Ballindereen. This was a tough but fair encounter. St.Joseph’s played with the strong 

wind in the first half and took a slender lead into the half time break. However in the 

second half our players upped the ante and produced some sublime passages of 

play to run out deserving winners. Players like Gareth Kilkelly, Cathal Fordam, Adam 

Donnelly, Harry Mulleady, Aodhán O’Hanrahan, Rory Connors and Kian Pyne to 

name but a few led by example. Our final group group game was against 

Clarinbridge. This was a pivotal game as it would decide who would go through to 

the final. St. Joseph’s opened the game brightly to build up a healthy lead only for 

Clarinbridge to reel us back in as half time approached. St.Joseph’s regrouped 

however to produce a second half of great intensity. A purple patch midway through 

the half enabled St.Joseph’s to pull clear yet again and win the game decisively in 

the end. Tadhg Heavey, Joe Meares, Conor Burke and Conor Kilkelly (second half), 

Kian Pyne and Cillian O’Driscoll were to the fore in a real team effort. Other players 

to make valuable contributions throughout the campaign include Martin Kavanagh, 

Cathal Droney, Ultan Fallon and Seán Costello.  

We now look forward to playing in the county hurling final against New Inn and we 

wish our panel good luck on the day. Go n-éirí an t-ádh libh!   

 
 
Welcome to: Rory Fitzgerald (Junior Infants), Darragh Fitzgerald (1st class) and Eoin 
Fitzgerald (6th class) who joined our school recently. 
 
 
School Tours:   Junior Infants -8th of June, Senior Infants 9th of June, 2nd, 3rd & 6th 
classes -17th of June. 
 

6th Class Graduation Mass: 6th class will finish their Primary Education on Thursday 

June 25th. There will be mass in St. Joseph’s Church at 10am and a graduation 

ceremony at the school afterwards. 
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School Reports: Could pupils please bring in a stamped addressed envelope to 

their class teacher as soon as possible. 

Nepal non uniform day: We thank all who supported this great cause.  €640.25 was 
raised and the money has gone directly to Nepal.    
 
 
Sky Dive: Well done to Emer Pomp on her recent sky dive in aid of Seoda.   
Watch here 
 

Summer Camps:  Cúl Camps: Hurling Camp takes place from Mon 29 June to Fri 

3rd July.  

Football Camp takes place from: 20th July -24th July.  

COST: 

€55 for 1st. child; €45 for 2nd child; €40 for 3rd and subsequent children. 

For children attending a second camp, without gear, the cost is €35 (basically, both 

camps costs only €90 for the first child, including one set of gear). These camps take 

place at the Kinvara GAA pitch. 

July 6th-July 10th: Enda O’Flaherty -087 2323018: Fitness for Fun. 

Lets go summer camp:-July 13th- July 17th at St. Joseph’s N.S www.letsgo.ie for 

more information. 

Power Soccer: Summer camp Monday 27th July-Friday 20th of July- See 

www.powersoccer.ie for more information. 

 
Clothes collection: this takes place on Monday 15th of June, please only leave bags 
on this day on or before 9.30am. 
 
Is mise, 
 
 
 

 

Dominic Gallagher 

(Principal) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXKiwx4Ka4s&feature=youtu.be
http://www.letsgo/
http://www.powersoccer.ie/

