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Newsletter June  2015 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
  
Congratulations: to 6th class on their graduation from St. Joseph’s N.S. on 

Thursday June 25th . Many thanks to the families whose children have now left the 

primary school, the Bonvicsini Bennett, Buckley, Connors, Davoren, Fossati, 

Galvin,Kelly, Kavanagh, Murray, O’Connor & O’Dwyer families. We hope that the 

pupils will leave the school with fond memories. We wish them well in their 

secondary schools and hope that they are looking forward to the challenges and 

experience’s that secondary school will provide. 

Parents Association: I would like to acknowledge all the hard work carried out by 

the Parents Association over the past year. Parents have willingly given of their own 

time to help us with events during the school year. A lot of work is sometimes taken 

for granted and goes unnoticed. The First Communion Party was a most enjoyable 

day. All of the visitors were made feel very welcome. A huge amount of work goes 

into preparing the room, baking scones, cakes etc, organising cups, saucers, making 

teas and coffees, cleaning and washing and many other chores in catering for so 

many people. 

The Parents Association also helped in the same way to make the 6th class 

graduation ceremony a memorable event. I thank all of the parents of the parents 

association for their efforts throughout the year. 

 

Pupil attendance awards: Well done to the following pupils who had full attendance 

at school from September 2014 until June 2015: Aodhán O’Boyle, Jack 

O’Shaughnessy, Matthew Sexton, Aaron Flatley, Hugh O’Shaughnessy,  Éabha 

Doody, John Tannian, Leah Hanley, Lauren Doody, Cara Mongan, Ethan Sexton 

and Sadhbh Hanley. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: (091) 638171                  Email: info@kinvarans.ie 

Fax No: (091) 638171                                                                                Web: www.kinvarans.ie 

Digital schools awards: June 18th, 2015  

Prestigious national award presented to local school for excellence in the use 

of technology in the classroom 

St. Joseph’s N.S. has become a ‘Digital School of Distinction’, joining a growing 

group of primary schools nationwide to receive the prestigious award. 

Ciaran Cannon T.D. presented the award to teachers and pupils at the school.  

Supported by HP and Microsoft, ‘Digital Schools of Distinction’ is a flagship award 

programme which promotes, recognises and encourages best practice use of 

technology in primary schools. 

1,504 primary schools around Ireland have registered for the programme, with 240 

schools receiving their award to date. 18 other schools in Galway have received the 

award and 107 registered to sign up to the programme. 

Speaking at the event, Ciaran Cannon T.D. said: ““I am delighted to congratulate St. 

Joseph’s N.S. on becoming a Digital School of Distinction. This school has long been 

a beacon for innovation in education and it’s wonderful to see the work of both 

teachers and pupils being recognised by the granting of this highly sought after 

award. The pupils of St. Joseph’s are already gaining the skills to empower them in 

shaping the future.” 

The Digital Schools of Distinction Award aims to help schools to further integrate 

technology into the classroom. Schools who register and who are successfully 

validated through the programme are awarded Digital Schools of Distinction status 

by the Department of Education. 

The response to the programme from primary schools has been extremely positive. 

 Dominic Gallagher, Principal of St. Joseph’s N.S. said that the programme offers a 

great opportunity for primary schools to build on their digital capabilities: “This award 

is a recognition of the ongoing digital culture in our school and the development of 

both pupils’ and teachers’ digital literacy. The use of technology is evident in every 
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subject and classroom and is in line with our aim that every child should be enabled 

to use technology to enhance their learning and equip them to become lifelong 

learners. 

We are delighted to be part of the Digital Schools programme and we are confident 

that this award will be just the springboard to launch us into the next level of our 

digital journey”. 

Technology is integrated seamlessly throughout St. Joseph’s National School. Pupils 

share their experiences and learning daily through their own blogs and class twitter 

accounts. Pupils have regular timetabled access to the laptop room which they use 

for blogging, coding, research and educational games. Each classroom is provided 

with a laptop and an interactive whiteboard. Classes engage in Mystery Skype calls, 

Quad Blogging, 100 Word Challenges, virtual author shows and many other 

activities. St. Joseph’s N.S. very successfully participated in the recent national 

MATHletes challenge, ranking as top school in Galway and Connaught and 

6th primary school overall in Ireland. 

For more information on the school’s use of technology, visit www.kinvarans.ie. 

Gerard McHugh, Chair of the Digital Schools of Distinction Committee and Director 

of the Dublin West Education Centre said: “We are delighted by the enthusiastic 

reception for the programme in primary schools to date. We have ambitious plans to 

increase the number of participating schools this year and beyond and I encourage 

schools who have not yet signed up to Digital Schools of Distinction to do so, so that 

they can benefit from the support and expertise on offer.” 

 New digital schools receive a Digital Schools Classroom Kit, to include free printing 

for a year via a HP OfficeJet Pro printer, a monthly printing allowance of 200 colour 

pages and 2,000 black and white pages, and Microsoft software and educational 

apps as well as technical support services. 

Martin Murphy, Managing Director of HP Ireland added: ” “With almost half of Irish 

primary schools now registered, it is clear that there is a tremendous appetite 

amongst educators at primary level to make the most of their schools’ digital 

capabilities and that the programme is providing much needed practical support and 

assistance in this regard. HP is delighted to support this initiative which enables 

schools to harness the full potential of technology for education purposes.” 

http://www.kinvarans.ie/
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Cathriona Hallahan, Managing Director, Microsoft Ireland concluded:  “It is wonderful 

to see schools from across the country seek to secure validation and recognition for 

the great work that they are doing with technology. We are confident that as more 

and more schools embrace this programme that students will get a better and more 

rewarding experience of IT in the classroom. We are delighted to be associated with 

Digital Schools of Distinction.” 

The Digital Schools of Distinction programme is supported by the Department of 

Education and Skills in partnership with Dublin West Education Centre, the 

Professional Development Service for Teachers/Technology in Education, the 

Computer Education Society of Ireland (CESI), the Irish National Teachers’ 

Organisation (INTO) and the Irish Primary Principals’ Network (IPPN). Digital 

Schools of Distinction is delivered through a public private partnership in association 

with HP and Microsoft in Ireland. 

 

 

Kinvara NS has been awarded a Discover Primary Science and Maths Plaque of 

STEM Excellence for the 2014/15 academic year. A Plaque of STEM Excellence is 

the highest award that a school can achieve and commends Kinvara NS for deeper 

engagement, whole school involvement and external science engagement in 

Science and Maths Programme for 2014/2015 academic year. 

 Huge well done to our co-ordinator Ms Marie Kelly for all her hard work and 

congratulations to all our pupils and teachers for engaging in such a wide range of 

activities and events every year. Classes participated in Maths Week, EU Code 

Week, Science  Week, Engineering Week and many more projects and activites. 

It is fantastic to see all of the science, technology, engineering and maths work being 

carried out in Kinvara NS with such enthusiasm.  Well done everyone – such a great 

achievement! 
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Thank you: A big thank you to Michael Helebert, Joe Quinn, Pat Conole and 

Anthony Byrne who gave up their time to teach the pupils hurling and camogie 

throughout the year. The pupils have really enjoyed this and have learnt so much. 

 

Kinvara Community Games: Best of luck to the pupils in the school who are in the 
Connacht Finals over the summer in various events and also to the pupils who have 
qualified for the All Ireland finals in Athlone in August. 
 
 
 
 
 
Twitter : follow us on twitter @kinvarans to get an inside look at what goes on 

during the day in school. You will see artwork, 
science experiments, sports, mystery skype calls and 
lots of other interesting happenings from around the 
school. Our ASD unit Seoda also tweets on 
@seodakinvara. For those who wish to read more 
about twitter please click here and go to our Online 
Safety Information section. 
 

Voluntary Contribution: The Board of Management 

would like to express its sincere thanks to all families 

who have contributed to this collection.  

 

 
 

Web Page: Please view our website to see some 

pictures of recent events at the school. 

www.kinvarans.ie & also to see school information for 

the school year ahead.  

 

http://kinvarans.ie/links/
http://www.kinvarans.ie/
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Congratulations: to the U12 girls Kinvara soccer team who won the Galway league 

this year. The girls: Éabha Martyn, Alisha Meehan, Lucy Fitzpatrick, Catherine 

Maddison, Gemma Lascar and captain Chloe Murphy received a lovely reception at 

the school on Tuesday 16th of June with their coach Tommy Murphy. It is a great 

achievement for these girls to win this league. Well done all and best of luck to you in 

the season ahead. 
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Congratulations: to the our school hurling team who won the county final in 

Loughgeorge in early June. 

 

http://avenirsports.ie/cumann-na-mbunscol-gaillimh-gaelic-football/ 

The password for whoever wants to access a video is ScoilSport2015. This link will lwet you view the 

match with the password. Enjoy! 

 

School Uniform: The National School’s Uniform Centre has special offers for the 

month of June & July-10% discount during July.  

Junior Infants: A céad míle fáilte to all the Junior Infants who had their first day in 

St. Joseph’s.  We wish them well for the years ahead. 

School mobile number: For new families please note that the school mobile is 086 

6067500. 
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Summer Camps:  Cúl Camps: Hurling Camp takes place from Mon 29 June to Fri 

3rd July.  

Football Camp takes place from: 20th July -24th July.  

COST: 

€55 for 1st. child; €45 for 2nd child; €40 for 3rd and subsequent children. 

For children attending a second camp, without gear, the cost is €35 (basically, both 

camps costs only €90 for the first child, including one set of gear). These camps take 

place at the Kinvara GAA pitch. 

July 6th-July 10th: Enda O’Flaherty -087 2323018: Fitness for Fun. 

Lets go summer camp:-July 13th- July 17th at St. Joseph’s N.S www.letsgo.ie for 

more information. 

Power Soccer: Summer camp Monday 27th July-Friday 20th of July- See 

www.powersoccer.ie for more information. 

 
Note: The school will reopen on Tuesday 1st of  September for all pupils and 

booklists are attached and will be on website shortly. 

 

 Please also see school calendar attached for the school closures for the school year 

September 2015-June 2016. 

Junior & Senior Infants will be issued with a booklist bill in September.  

I would like to thank all parents for your support and generosity that you have shown 

throughout this school year. I hope you and your children have a happy and a safe 

holiday. 

Is mise, 
 
 
 

 

Dominic Gallagher 

(Principal) 

http://www.letsgo/
http://www.powersoccer.ie/

