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Newsletter June 2019 
 
 

Dear Parents,  

 

Another successful year has drawn to a close. It is amazing how 

much has been achieved by the children, staff, parents and Board of 

Management in one year. The achievements extend from the 

academic, to the sporting and the creative arts and to the numerous 

fun and fundraising exploits of the Parent’s Association. We achieve 

so much because we work together as a team and this is one of the 

greatest strengths of our school. 

It is difficult to identify the highlights because there are genuinely 

so many.  

We have achieved numerous awards this year. One can clearly see 

that we have had many outstanding moments this year. They are too 

many to list but if you look back over the year’s newsletters you will 

see our many our successes. 

To our sixth class pupils, I express my thanks for the many ways in 

which you have enriched our lives and our school during your time 

with us. I wish you every good wish and blessing in secondary school 

and in the years ahead. This year’s sixth class boys and girls have 

been a marvellous example to our younger pupils and have left a very 

proud record for all the sixth classes of the future to emulate!  

Well done, also, to our many pupils who have excelled in the 

academic, sporting, musical and dramatic fields throughout the year 
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and been a source of pride to all of us. To any families who are 

finishing with us we thank you for entrusting your child to us for 

these very special years and wish you good luck and continued pride 

in their many achievements. I wish our sixth class graduates well. I 

hope they look back at their time at Saint Joseph’s with fondness 

and perhaps return and regale us with their achievements. I am 

proud of them all and wish them good luck in the future. I also thank 

all of the families whose children have completed their educational 

cycle in Saint Joseph’s. I hope you share our fond memories. 

Many thanks to all the families, whose children have now left 

primary school,  

Molloy, Hanley, Kavanagh, McAndrew, Scannell Goodison, Moriarty, 

Kidd, ,Kelly, Durkan, Talbot, Quinn, Donnelly, McIntyre, Murphy, 

Cela, Rodrigues Lira, O’Flaherty,  Gallagher & Sheedy families.  

 

Parents Association: 

I sincerely thank our Parent’s Association. Once more they have 

been and continue to be an excellent support to our school. Our 

vibrant PA adds immensely to our school’s community in so many 

ways.  The solid support which you give was exemplified in the 

amazing work accomplished during the Bingo Night again this year. 

Maith sibh! 

 To our general parent-body, the entire school staff, pupils and all 

who combine to make our school a unique and special place we are 



 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: (091) 638171                  Email: info@kinvarans.ie 

Fax No: (091) 638171                                                                                Web: www.kinvarans.ie 

very grateful for your contribution. I particularly acknowledge the 

many ways in which you, the parents, assist in the work of the school 

throughout the year.  

I acknowledge all of the Trojan work of our entire school staff. We 

are blessed to have such a hardworking and committed staff. 

I congratulate our pupils on their hard work and on their exemplary 

behaviour throughout the school year. They are a pleasure to teach 

and we are proud to acknowledge all of their valuable attributes they 

possess. 

 

I would like to thank Hilary for all of her hard work throughout the 

year. Hilary’s concern and care for all of our pupils is clearly evident. 

Sincere thanks! 

I would also like to thank Rob and Gerry for taking care of our 

school grounds and buildings. Visitors frequently mention the high 

standards maintained. 

Remember, our aim is to benefit all children at Saint Joseph’s 

National School, now and in the future. As we enlarge our school we 

are constantly striving to provide the best opportunities and the 

best facilities and resources. If you have any ideas or can help in any 

way, please do let us know. 

As one school year ends we look forward to the challenges and 

opportunities of the year ahead. We look forward to welcoming all 
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pupils (old and new) and families back in September to embark on 

another exciting and fulfilling year. 

Accelerated Reader: 

The Accelerated Reader programme is almost ready to be rolled out 

in September. A huge thank you to the Parent's Association and to 

all of the parents who helped out cataloging and labeling all of the 

books so that we can successfully implement the programme. More 

help will be needed in the new school year when we purchase new 

books to supplement our existing stock so if you haven't had a 

chance to help yet it's not too late. 

If any house is doing a clear out during the summer and has gently 

used books suitable for independent reading please think of donating 

them to the school as we hope to provide as wide a range of books as 

possible for the pupils to read. To check if they are suitable before 

donating please check the titles on www.arbookfind.co.uk if possible 

and see if they are part of the Accelerated Reader Programme. 

With your help we will have a a very successful, individualised, 

differentiated reading programme for every child, developing 

lifelong readers. For more information on Accelerated Reader click 

here 

 

Áitbheo Project 

Explore Kinvara in the past alongside the fifth class pupils of St 

Joseph's National School. This year both fifth classes completed a 

nine week Áitbheo project with Mary and Gráinne from Burrenbeo 

Trust. During this time pupils explored their locality in detail. They 

learned so much about the local landscape, flora, fauna, culture and 

community both now and in the past. As a follow up to the 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/AR-parents-guide-updated.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/AR-parents-guide-updated.pdf
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programme, the children decided upon an area they would like to 

explore in further detail. They were particularly enthralled by the 

history of the area and wished to examine various aspects of it in 

further detail. Our research has been mainly based upon, and 

inspired by, the photographs taken by Robert Creswell in the 1950s 

and the book Kinvara - A Seaport Town on Galway Bay published by 

Tíreolas and we wish to acknowledge the wealth of historical 

evidence both have provided to us. We also interviewed people who 

lived in the locality or had a particular interest in the area. We 

would like to sincerely thank Nora Corless, Kathy Tannian, Michael 

Brogan, Paul Gunning, Chris and Margaret Droney, Finola Murphy, 

Marie Griffin and Catherine Kilkelly for their most valuable input. 
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Healthy Eating Week: 

Healthy Eating Week took place on the 8th to the 12th of April. Lots 

of activities were organised and co-ordinated by the Health 

Promoting Schools Committee and the School Council.  

Paddy Neylon from the local 

Mens Shed group made a 

Food Pryamid for the school 

which is on display in the 

hall.A video about Healthy 

Eating and Lifestyles was 

created by the Health 

Promoting team and shown to 

all the classes. Games were 

organised for the Junior 

classes. There was a slogan 

competition with the winners 

from each class winning 

lovely prizes organised by    

Ms. Joyce 
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There was a healthy treat on 

Wednesday which was 

organised by the Parents 

Council. The fruit for the 

event was generously 

sponsored by Londis and 

Fallons and the Granola by 

Corrib Foods. The Parents 

Association supplied the 

yogurt and berries and of 

course chopped fruit, 

prepared and distributed the 

fruit treat to all the children.  

On Friday we had a 

soup making 

demonstration with 

Brenda Hyland and 

Martina Fallon. We 

also had the prize 

giving ceremony on 

Friday for the 

Healthy Eating 

Slogan Winners. 

The slogans are on 

display all around 

the school. The 
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Healthy Policy was updated and on display in the hall along with some 

samples of Healthy Lunches that children might consider bringing to 

school. 

We also had the prize giving ceremony on Friday for the Healthy 

Eating Slogan Winners. The slogans are on display all around the 

school. The Healthy Policy was updated and on display in the hall 

along with some samples of Healthy Lunches that children might 

consider bringing to school. A very successful healthy week was had 

by all. Thank you to all, Londis, Fallons, Paddy Neylon, the Parents 

Association, the teachers and the pupils who contributed and helped 

our Healthy Eating Week be the success it was. 
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Crazy Hair Day and Cake for Crumlin took place during Active 

Schools Week. These event was co-ordinated by our School Council. 

The 2 events were organised to raise funds Crumlin Children’s 

Hospital. €1384.20 was raised 

between the 2 events. The 

money will be used by an 

organisation called Straight 

Ahead. The Straight Ahead 

Initiative works on a 

voluntary basis and provides 

surgery, support and medical 

equipment for time critical 

children awaiting vital orthopaedic procedures on HSE waiting 

lists.You can read more about the work that they do at 

www.straightaheadireland.ie  

 

http://www.straightaheadireland.ie/
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The Cake for Crumlin event 

was also a huge success. Thank 

you to all the children and 

parents who gave so generously 

of their time to bake and 

support our fundraiser. A 

special word of thanks to our 

Student Council and Laura 

Guilfoyle who helped the 

children set up and manage the 

stock of sweet treats for the 

day. It was a lovely way for 

the children of the school to recognise that not all children can be 

active during Active Schools Week. Thank you all again for 

supporting such a worthy cause. 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

The Student Council members were kept very busy this year. They 

took an active part in the school community. They were enthusiastic 

about their role and took on all tasks willingly. They attended 

meetings and had some wonderful suggestions. They worked well 

with the other committees, Active Schools and the Health Promoting 

Committee and helped them out when necessary. Well done and 

thank you, to you all. 
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Girls Football Report 2019 

 

At the beginning of this school year, the girls in our school declared 

an interest in starting up a gaelic football team. Many of them have 

been exposed to playing the game during P.E. lessons in recent years 

and accordingly have built up an affinity for the sport. We 

therefore decided to enter a team into the Cumann na mBunscol 

competition. In this our inaugural year, we were grouped with two 

other teams, namely Clarinbridge and Athenry. The girls worked on 

their skillset throughout the year and looked forward to the games. 

On Monday the 13th May, we travelled to Clarinbridge for our blitz. 

In our opening game we were paired with the host team. For some of 

our girls the first half of this game was a baptism of fire with the 

realisation soon setting in that determination and application was as 

important as skill. Clarinbridge took the initiative from the throw-in 

and dictated the play. Our defenders and goalkeeper were 

uncompromising however and limited Clarinbridge to a few scores. In 

the second half the girls applied themselves much more effectively 

and their combination play was much better. Clarinbridge still held 

the upper hand though and ran out worthy winners. Our second game 

was against Athenry.  Both teams were evenly matched in this game 

and accordingly, players from both sides began to grow in confidence 

and expressed themselves freely to produce a very good 

performance. St.Joseph’s girls played some excellent football – their 

tackling, passing and score taking was much improved.  In our third 
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game we played a combination of Athenry and Clarinbridge. In this 

game our girls really turned on the style to win impressively. Our 

panel of players for the year was: Abbey Donnelly, Leah 

Shaughnessy, Brianna Meyler, Katie Meyler, Sunny Fahey, Hannah 

Cela, Sarah Kidd, Naoise Flatley, Siobhán Geaney, Ríona O’Donoghue, 

Sarah Talbot, Niamh Kidd, Sarah Gallagher, Lauren Doody, Rose 

White, Siobhán O’Connor, Aisling Quinn, Yasmin Kennedy, Leah 

Hanley, and Meidhbhín  Connolly. We thank the girls for their effort 

and wish them well in their sporting endeavours in secondary school.  
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Boys Football Report 2019 

St.Joseph’s National School hosted the group stages of this year’s 

Cumann na mBunscol 11 a-side Boys Football competition. Our group 

comprised of two schools from Ballinasloe (Boys School and 

Gaelscoil) and Portumna. This football blitz took place in mid-May 

and proved a very successful from a Kinvara perspective. In our first 

game we played Ballinasloe Boys School. Our boys started really 

sharply, picking off a few scores and defending stoutly. Ballinasloe 

fought back however and managed to even it up by half time. We 

were more controlled in the second half and pulled away to lead 

comfortably by the final whistle. Our second game was against 

Portumna who are always a very competitive outfit. The boys set the 

tone from the off again and gained the upper hand to win what was a 

tenacious battle. Our final group game saw us pitted against 

Ballinasloe Gaelscoil who had already won their previous two 

matches. This was a tough encounter and the result remained in the  

balance until the final whistle blew. Through a combination of 

determination and footballing ability, our boys managed to eek out a 

narrow victory to progress on to the County Final. This took place at 

the Cumann na mBunscol Football Finals day in Loughgeorge 

(Claregalway) on the 30th May. Briarhill N.S. had won their group 

decisively and provided the opposition. The day itself was very windy 

and was not conducive to playing quality football. In spite of this, 

both teams settled into the game quickly with Kinvara taking the 

initiative. A few quick scores including a well worked goal saw Kinvara 
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establish a five point lead. Briarhill responded by scoring a number 

of quality points and a somewhat fortuitous goal. At half time we 

trailed by three points. Our boys upped the ante in the second half. 

Pressure on their opponents was unrelenting and cool heads prevailed 

when in possession. A series of opportunistic points and a top quality 

goal saw Kinvara take a three point lead into the last few minutes of 

the match. Briarhill were not going down without a fight however and 

attacked the Kinvara goal with renewed vigour. Our full back line was 

in fantastic form and along with our goalkeeper and half backs, 

managed to snuff out and repel the Briarhill attacks. Entering the 

last phase of play, Briarhill broke up the field to manufacture a 14 

yard free. The referee intimated that this would be the last play of 

the game. We line our goal to defend the free. To our relief the ball 

whizzed outside the post and Kinvara were victorious!! Great scenes 

of celebration followed with team captain and leader Luca Danjou 

accepting the cup on behalf of his team mates.  

We are exceptionally proud of this panel of players. In goal, Josh 

Goodison was a commanding presence, while our full back line of 

Shane Moriarty and Ciarán McAndrew read the play intelligently and 

made many vital interceptions. Shane Flanagan played in the right 

half back position and relieved the pressure on several occasions 

with his dashing forays up the field. Donnacha Ward at left half 

back totally nullified his marker and added great impetus when 

moved to the forwards in the second half. In midfield, captain Luca 

Danjou led by example in every facet of play – covering the ground 

and linking our defence to attack. Alongside him Charlie Conneely ran 

tirelessly and picked off some lovely scores. Jamie Molloy and 
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Donnacha Ganly formed a very effective half forward line, filtering 

back to win vital possession, supplying our full-forward line and 

converting important scoring opportunities. Our full forward line, 

Lucas Sheedy and Padraic Conole were a constant threat and their 

scores and work rate proved decisive in winning the match. The 

introduction of Éanna Droney and Ryan Murphy steadied the ship 

when we were under intense pressure in the second half. Each and 

every other player played significant roles in our group games. 

Without them we would not have reached the final. These players 

were: Daragh Kelly, John Durcan, Sam Guilfoyle, Cian O’Shaughnessy 

and Luca Mele. Well done to all the boys for their dedication and 

fantastic attitude. They are great ambassadors for our school. 

Sincere thanks Rachel (Curtin) who helped out on the day of the 

final and Ms.Lahart who aided us for our group matches. We are also 

very grateful to the parents who provided lifts to the final for the 

boys and those who came along to support them. 
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Camogie report: 

The senior camogie team participated in 13 a-side Cumann na 

mBunscol competition hosted in Ballindereen in May. We had a very 

strong team this year and headed of on the day with high hopes. Our 

group consisted of Ballinderreen N.S, Portumna N.S, Lisheenkyle N.S 

and Scoil Chroí 

Naofa.  Our first game against Portumna proved to be a tough 

battle, particularly for our backs. Strong performances from Abbie 

Donnelly in goals and from Siobhan Geaney kept Portumna out until 

the dying minutes of the game. The girls put in a great effort in the 

second match against close rivals Ballindereen.  Great performances 

from Naoise Flatley, Chloe O’Grady and Cliona Byrne in the first half 

meant the girls went in leading by a goal and a point and held out in 

the second half to win. The girls put in a huge effort in their 
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remaining games but Portumna were the overall winners on the day. 

A big well done to all the girls that participated. 

Our 3rd and 4th class girls participated in a blitz in Ballinderreen this 

year also. This was a great opportunity for the girls to get a taste of 

what’s to come next year. We had three teams participating on the 

day and there was some fantastic skill on display. Two of our teams 

ended up reaching the semi- final stage and playing each other for a 

spot in the final! The girls were fantastic and it was a very 

encouraging display of what is to come in the coming years for St. 

Joseph’s. 

A big thank you to the girls for their commitment and any parents 

who helped out with lifts to and from matches throughout the year. 

 

Science Award: 

 

5 in a row!! Congratulations to all the staff and pupils in the school 

who helped us to win 5 in a row! The school has successfully retained 

the DPSM Plaque of STEM Excellence for the fifth year in a row. 

The award in coordinated across the whole school by Ms. Marie 

Kelly. Have a look at the wonderful work which helped us to achieve 

the award! 

https://sites.google.com/s/1u6lLhSjkLfUsxNVNKfgPpWgAFWz1B9P

X/p/1rl-yCmKQejAeucA0VGGakhAwX6HDMkvP/edit  

  

Sports Day: 

This year we had a fantastic Sports Day which was most enjoyable. 

There were ten different teams who participated in ten different 

sports stations. Sincere thanks to all of the teachers for setting up 

stations of huge variety of which the pupils enjoyed 

thoroughly. Thank you to Ms Coen & Ms Killilea who helped with the 

https://sites.google.com/s/1u6lLhSjkLfUsxNVNKfgPpWgAFWz1B9PX/p/1rl-yCmKQejAeucA0VGGakhAwX6HDMkvP/edit
https://sites.google.com/s/1u6lLhSjkLfUsxNVNKfgPpWgAFWz1B9PX/p/1rl-yCmKQejAeucA0VGGakhAwX6HDMkvP/edit
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active week/sports day along with the pupils of the school on the 

active committee. 

It was a great success. 

 

All of the pupils participating received a special treat on the day.  

Thanks to Hilary for organising.  

 

  

EWB: The school is obliged to report the names of all children who 

are absent for over 20 days to the Education Welfare Board 

(E.W.B.). Parents/Guardians need not become unduly worried in 

circumstances where these absences can be satisfactory explained 

due to illness, bereavement or family circumstances. 

Please ensure that all absences are explained to the class teacher. 

Please do not call the school if your child is not going to be in school. 

A note on return to school will suffice. 

Full Attendance this school year: Well done to the following pupils 

who have not missed a day of school this year, Daithí Kavanagh, 

Clodagh Donovan, Donnacha O’Connor, Éabha Rose Nolan, Nathaniel 

Collins, Brayden Collins, Eli Collins, Enda McInerney, Iarla Kavanagh, 

Leon Kelly,Aisling O’Connor, Oscar Smyth, Eoin O’Shaughnessy, 

Orlaith Franklin, Rachel O’Shaughnessy, Keeley Morris, Grace Kelly, 

Matthew Sexton, Adam Kelly, Jake MacMahon,  

Shane O’Shaughnessy, Darragh McInerney, Laura Cunningham & 

Adam Cunningham.   

Well done all!! 
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Twitter : follow us on twitter @kinvarans to get an inside look at 

what goes on during the day in school. You will see artwork, science 

experiments, sports, mystery skype calls and lots of other 

interesting happenings from around the school.  

 

Our ASD unit Seoda also tweets on @seodakinvara. For those who 

wish to read more about twitter please click here and go to our 

Online Safety Information section. 

 

Facebook: follow our page st josephs ns 

 

Summer Camps:  

 

Football Camp: Cúl camp takes place from: 24th July -28th July.  

 

COST: 

€60 for 1st. child; €55 for 2nd child; €45 for 3rd and subsequent 

children. 

For children attending a second camp, without gear, the cost is €45  

Online booking for the above camps, register at gaa.ie/kelloggscamps  

Note: no registering on the morning of the camp.  

 

http://kinvarans.ie/links/
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Power Soccer: Summer camp Monday 29th July-Friday 02nd of 

August.  

 See www.powersoccer.ie for more information. 

 

Starcamp: at the school July 22nd –July 26th www.starcamp.ie or 

call 021 4377900 or email info@starcamp.ie 

 

Lego camp: Bricks 4 Kidz Lego Camp runs from the 29th July - 2nd 

Aug, from 10am -2pm, in Kinvara NS. Online booking 

available www.bricks4kidz.ie/galway.  

Queries please contact Una @ 087 944 2399.  

 

 

Welcome: to all our new junior infants who visited the school on 

Wednesday 19th of June. Remember below about the first 2 weeks 

of school for the junior infants. 

 

 
 

http://www.powersoccer.ie/
http://www.starcamp.ie/
http://www.bricks4kidz.ie/galway


 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: (091) 638171                  Email: info@kinvarans.ie 

Fax No: (091) 638171                                                                                Web: www.kinvarans.ie 

 

Thanks to David Huban & Anthony Byrne for all the hurling/camogie 

training throughout the school year. 

 

Dates to remember:  

School will reopen on Thursday August 29th for all pupils. 

First Holy Communion will take place on Saturday 23rd of May 2020 

in St. Joseph’s Church at 11am. 

 

Wishing all families an enjoyable and safe summer holiday. 

 

 

 Is mise, 

 

 

Dominic Gallagher 

(Principal) 

 

 


